


Hi, Iʼm Marji.  
Iʼm a photographer from Iowa.  

And through FarmHer we are going 
to change the image of agriculture.

PRESENTED BY

Shining a Light 
on Women in 
Agriculture

Participating Sponsors:





                                                    FACTS 
• Women in Ag

 969,672 Women Farmers in the United States

 301,386,860 Acres

 $12.9 Billion Economic Impact

 31% of American Farmers are Women

   • statistics all from USDA 

• Show Highlights

 Premieres: Friday, September 9th @ 9:30pm ET

 Repeats: Saturdays 11am ET, Sundays 9:30pm ET, 
        Wednesdays 8am ET

 Host:  Marji Guyler-Alaniz, Founder & President of FarmHer

 Social Media: @FarmHer1 (twitter, facebook, Instagram) #FarmHer





                                                  

Founded in 2013 to update the image  
of agriculture to include women through photos, FarmHer has become a  

multi-faceted source of inspiration and connection for women in all types of agriculture. 
FarmHer photos are shared through social and traditional media, updating the image of a 

farmer and rancher to include the women who have always been imperative to growing food 
and fiber. FarmHer is also an online community for women in agriculture – both professionals 

and producers - to connect women in a safe and private online environment. Additionally, 
FarmHer includes a clothing line that showcases who these women are and tells the world 

what they love. See more and follow  
the journey at... 

WWW.FARMHER.COM

The beauty of agriculture is that it is a culture.  

Some FarmHers are principal operators.

Some FarmHers take part in their family farm operation.

Some FarmHers are hired work on a farm or ranch.

Some FarmHers have hundreds or thousands of acres.

Some FarmHers have one acre.

At the end of the day, each one of these women is a FarmHer 

and is an important part of agriCULTURE.

ABOUT





ABOUT RFD-TV: 

RFD-TV is the fl agship network for Rural Media Group. Launched in December 2000, RFD-TV is 

the nation’s fi rst 24-hour television network featuring programming focused on the agribusiness, 

equine and the rural lifestyle, along with traditional country music and entertainment. Top RFD-TV 

programming includes Market Day Report, Rural Evening News, Rural America Live, Western Sports 

Weekly, top rodeo events such as The American, and award-winning musical entertainment such as 

The Marty Stuart Show, Reno’s Old Time Music and Larry’s Country Diner.

ABOUT RURAL MEDIA GROUP:

Rural Media Group, Inc. is the world’s leading provider of multimedia content dedicated to the rural 

and Western lifestyle. With a mission of reconnecting city with country, RMG is the parent company 

of RFD-TV, RURAL RADIO, FamilyNet and RFD-TV The Magazine. RMG networks are distributed to 

more than 100 million homes worldwide by DBS, telco and cable systems including DISH Network, 

DIRECTV®, Comcast, AT&T U-Verse, Mediacom, Charter Spectrum, Suddenlink, Cox, and more than 

600 independent rural cable systems. Corporate headquarters and broadcast operations 

are in Nashville, Tennessee.
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RFD-TV and FarmHer are excited to 
announce their new unique partnership 
taking the positive imagery of women 
in agriculture and bringing it to life on 
television.  As told through the camera lens 
and blog of FarmHer founder Marji Guyler-
Alaniz, the new television series premieres 
on RFD-TV this September and includes 
extended behind-the-scenes footage and 
more information through  
digital content as part of the FarmHer  
online community.  

Everyone remembers the powerful 2013 
Super Bowl commercial “God Made A 
Farmer.”  But few know how many women 
were actually in the commercial.  The answer 
is 3.  “I remember struggling with this fact 
and asking myself over and over why we 
don’t see more women in agriculture?” said 
Guyler-Alaniz.  “One night as I was lying in 
bed this idea came to me and I knew my new 
mission in life was to combine my passion 
for photography and agriculture to showcase 
the amazing women of agriculture. I founded 
FarmHer in 2013 to begin to change the 
image of agriculture – to include women in 
that image through photographs and stories.”   
Women have always been an important 
but mostly unseen aspect of agriculture.  
In recent years, women are rising to the 
forefront of agriculture in so many ways; 
as owner/operators, landowners, workers, 
mentors and much more.  According to the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
today there are nearly 1,000,000 women 
farmers in the U.S., which accounts for nearly 
one-third of all farmers.  

“I have always wanted to do a show on 
RFD-TV focused around the many great 
women I have had the pleasure of meeting 
throughout my travels in rural America,” said 
Raquel Gottsch, Executive Vice President of 
RFD-TV.  “From my meetings at the USDA in 

Washington D.C. to farm events throughout 
the country, women play a very powerful role 
in the future of agriculture.  I just love the 
fact that 5 out of the 6 national FFA officers 
this year are women.  And when I met Marji, 
I knew she shared my same passion and that 
this would be a great partnership for both  
our interests.”

FarmHer exclusively on RFD-TV, is a 
30-minute television series which follows a 
typical day in the life of women in agriculture.  
Marji and RFD-TV have been traveling all 
spring and summer across the United States 
in search of FarmHers with all different types 
of backgrounds ranging from women who 
raise livestock to women who grow row crops 
and even women who play a large role in 
agriculture in corporate America.  From large 
farms to small ranches, these women are all 
diverse yet share one common theme, the 
FarmHer theme, love the land, care for the 
community, feed the people.  

“This partnership is beyond exciting because 
it takes what I started with FarmHer, that is 
shining a light on all of the real and important 
roles women play in agriculture through still 
imagery, and launches it to the next level,” 
said Guyler-Alaniz. “Now... with the same 
positive FarmHer focus on women, millions 
of viewers across the country will get a brief 
glimpse into the beauty that is the everyday 
lives of these strong and important women.  
Their stories are still being told through 
still photography but now also feature a 
video documentary as well as commentary 
and content directly from the FarmHers 
themselves, painting a more complete and 
real picture of their everyday lives.  These  
are beautiful women, doing amazing work,  
and I am thrilled to bring that beauty to the 
forefront through this new endeavor.”

RFD-TV & FARMHER





MEET MARJI

Marji Guyler-Alaniz, President and Founder of FarmHer, is a 

lifetime Iowan and lover of photography.  That love, combined 

with Graphic Design, Journalism and Photography degrees 

from Grand View University, an MBA from Drake University and 

an 11-year career in corporate agriculture working for a crop 

insurance company led her to launch FarmHer in the spring of 

2013. Through FarmHer she is updating the image of agriculture 

by showing the female side of farming and ranching, creating 

community amongst women in agriculture and outreach to young 

women interested in agriculture.  In addition to the photography 

side of FarmHer, Marji has expanded the business to include 

an online community for women in agriculture, a weekly 

television show, airing on national cable network RFD-TV called 

FarmHer, annual events to inspire and inform young women 

about agriculture and a line of merchandise aimed at women 

in agriculture.  Her work for FarmHer has been featured in an 

expanse of arenas ranging from Public Television and RFD-TV to 

USDA’s National Ag Day Celebration and O the Oprah Magazine.  

MARJI GUYLER-ALANIZ 
PRESIDENT + FOUNDER  

OF FARMHER BIO





1.  What inspired you to  
 start FarmHer?

I had just left a career of over a decade in 
corporate agriculture and was getting ready 
to start some soul searching about what 
I wanted to do with my professional life, 
while taking more time to spend with my 
very young kids – 1 and 3 at the time.  The 
weekend after the end of that corporate 
chapter of my life, I - along with millions 
of others, watched the Ram “God Made a 
Farmer” commercial during the 2013 Super 
Bowl.  The commercial was beautifully done 
and I really was just in awe of the beauty it 
depicted when I first watched it.  I read an 
article about a month later pointing out that 
there were very few women in it.  That stuck 
with me – I had spent my career working 
in agriculture and had never thought about 
how women were (or rather, weren’t) 
portrayed.  I woke up in the middle of the 
next night with the realization that instead 
of being frustrated, I have the ability to start 
changing the perception with my camera 
and decided to start showing the world that 
women  
farm too. 

2.  Where did your passion 
for photography begin? 
My passion for photography began when 
I was just a kid.  I had a few different 
little 110 film cameras that I would take 
pictures with all of the time.  There was 
something magical to me about capturing 
a moment in time.  I then went on to do 
some photography projects in 4-H and from 
there took a few classes in high school. 
Later on I went on to Grand View University 
in Des Moines where I majored in graphic 
design and journalism, but really was there 

for the minor in photography – I would 
have majored in that if I could have!  After 
college I started climbing that corporate 
ladder and really didn’t do much with my 
camera for years, until I started having kids 
and wanted to photograph and document 
their lives.  Quite honestly, my photography 
has never looked so good or so real as 
it does with FarmHer and I think that is a 
direct result of really loving the subject 
matter.

3. What do you love most  
  about FarmHer? 

Hands down the thing I love most about 
FarmHer is the absolutely amazing women 
I meet.  I love learning about them, visiting 
their farms or ranches and getting to be a 
small part of their day.  I love learning why 
they do what they do, and I love seeing the 
beauty they bring to agriculture.  Though 
each woman I meet is very different, they 
are all very much the same.  Strong in their 
sense of pride about who they are and 
what they do, a love for the land or for the 
animals or both, a deep care about their 
community and a desire to feed people. 
Shining a light on women in agriculture and 
helping the rest of the world understand 
that women are an active and important 
part of agriculture is a complete blessing!

4.  Do you have a favorite photo?
No!  The funny thing is I have a new favorite 
photo almost every week, after I edit a new 
set of pictures.  They all include a memory 
of when I was at that farm and met that 
woman, and seeing her image come to 
life through my camera makes me change 
favorites all of the time!

BEHIND-THE-SCENES  
WITH MARJI 





COMMUNITY
Every episode of FarmHer exclusively on RFD-TV is created and 

inspired through the blog of Marji in the FarmHer community.  Women 

are encouraged to join, communicate and share their own story.

A CONNECTION POINT 
THAT WORKS FOR WOMEN IN AG

FarmHer is a community built specifically for women involved in all 

types of agriculture.  From the farm field to the boardroom and 

everywhere in between, this is your community!  Membership is not 

restricted to women, but the community is built to accommodate women 

in agriculture, the unique way they communicate and to address the 

issues they face.

@FarmHer1

To sign up or learn more, 
visit FarmHer.com and click 

“COMMUNITY”





Barbara Mazurek
Utopia, Texas
Mazurek Family Ranch
Goats

I’M A SURVIVOR
Nobody wants to be a survivor because 
that means by definition that you survived 
something tough.  Something horrible.  
Something that nobody would ever think could 
be possible for themselves, nor would they 
wish upon another.  Barbara Mazurek  
is a survivor. 

Raised in a Texas ranching family, the oldest of  
3 daughters, Barbara’s father knew from the 
start that she would be a rancher.  She worked 
closely with him on the ranch, knowing that it 
was her path in life.  She married into another 
ranching family and together the two families 
combined their legacy into one.  

Barbara and her husband, Hubert, raised 3 
children of their own on the ranch.  She worked 
a job in town while also coaching kids in various 
high school sports.  Then the unthinkable 
happened.  Barbara was at her mother’s ranch, 
trying to retrieve a bull that had gotten out 
when she received a call from her youngest 
son, Raegan, telling her to come home.   

Dad had died.  Barbara raced back to the ranch 
and was met by her son, still in high school at 
the time, and told the horrific news, that her 
husband, Hubert, had been pulled into a feed 
grinder while feeding pigs.  A worker at the 
ranch was the only one there when it happened 
and he tried to find help to no avail.  It was at 
that moment; Barbara became a survivor.  

Today, over 25 years later, Barbara is still in 
Utopia, single handedly running the family 
ranch of over 2100 acres at the age of 80.  She 
serves as the President of the Bandera County 
Farm Bureau, lives without Internet access or 
a cell phone that works all the time, and keeps 
her mind active through her love of reading.  

To learn more about Barbara’s story tune in 
to FarmHer on RFD-TV and visit Marji’s blog:  
www.farmher.com 

Written By Marji Guyler-Alaniz





Jen Welch
Buena Vista, Colorado
The Crowded Acre
Turkey, Ducks, Chickens, Goats, Pigs

FROM FARM TO FORK
Jen grew up in Georgia loving animals and 
working in a vet clinic before finding her way 
to Colorado in search of her next adventure.  
There she worked in various roles in the food 
service industry and met her life partner, now 
husband, Brian.  Around the time her first child 
was born, Jen decided to make the leap from 
food service to the root of it all and started her 
own farm, The Crowded Acre.  Over the past 
10 years, the family has grown to include 3 kids 
and the farm has expanded to about 120 acres 
of land…so they aren’t all crowded into one acre 
anymore.  The farm is small, yet diverse and the 
Welches focus most on keeping things local.  

The day started out being greeted by Jen 
and her family, a few dogs and the smell of 
breakfast cooking on the stove.  After a quick 
round of introductions, we all headed out as it 
was time for the morning chores.  First was the 
chicken house where the kids collected the 
eggs.  Then Jen fed buckets of spent grains to 
the pigs, checked the piglets, fed the 

goats and stopped to give a good scratch to 
the belly of a sow.  We then loaded up the truck 
and headed into town to visit Jen’s newest 
adventure – a food truck. 

Jen’s philosophy is simple. In order to succeed 
as a small farm, you either have to produce and 
market a truly unique product or, produce and 
market a common product in a unique way.   
So, in the Welch’s own unique way, they bought 
and renovated a 1984 Bluebird school bus into 
a traveling turquoise food truck called  
The Bearded Lady.    

To learn more about Jen’s story tune in to 
FarmHer on RFD-TV and visit Marji’s blog:  
www.farmher.com 

Written By Marji Guyler-Alaniz





Ponsi Trivisvavet
Minnetonka, Minnesota
Syngenta North America 
President

FEEDING THE WORLD 
Ponsi is a woman.  Ponsi is a mother.  Ponsi 
is a mentor.  Ponsi is a leader.  Ponsi is 
the President of a very large and powerful 
organization.  Ponsi is following her passions 
and dreams.  Ponsi is changing the world.  

When I arrived at Syngenta to photograph 
Ponsi in her role as a woman in agriculture, 
I wasn’t quite sure how the day would go.  
See, I spend most of my time photographing 
women in production ag, not in professional 
roles. However, I personally feel that all of 
the women sitting behind a desk, working 
on the professional side of agriculture, play 
just as important of a role.  They are making 
everything behind the scenes happen so the 
FarmHers and RanchHers have the seed, 
insurance, accounting, machinery, equipment, 
vehicles, and vaccines among other things  
that production ag needs to thrive.  They are 
the women pioneering new technologies, 
leading teams, leading companies and 
changing the world.  

Throughout the day, I followed Ponsi around 
Syngenta’s corporate offices and listened
as she collaborated with employees.  The 
interesting thing I saw from my camera lens 
was it didn’t feel like I was watching 
conversations between a President and 

her employees, I felt like I was watching 
conversations amongst friends who have great 
respect for one another.  

And as we sat and visited, we talked about 
what drives Ponsi.  Very simply, she does what 
she does because she wants to leave the world 
a much better place than she found it.  She 
thrives on knowing that the technologies her 
company is developing and using around the 
world are helping fight starvation.  They are 
giving families resources and income.  

Ponsi’s type of high powered position isn’t 
just for anyone, and in many ways it is just like 
production agriculture.  It can be grueling.  It 
never stops.  It isn’t something you would do 
unless you love it.  Ponsi’s work is her life.  It 
is her passion and she does what she does 
because she loves the land, has a deep care  
for her community and a strong desire to feed 
the world.  

To learn more about Ponsi’s story tune in to 
FarmHer on RFD-TV and visit Marji’s blog: 
www.farmher.com 

Written By Marji Guyler-Alaniz





Pam Johnson
Floyd, Iowa
Johnson Farms
Corn, Soybeans, Sheep

A FARM FAMILY
Row crop harvest is a unique time of the year.  
It’s a culmination of all of the hard work, sweat, 
blood and tears that has gone into planting and 
nurturing a crop.  It’s a time of the year when 
families come together, all hands on board and 
work to harvest the crop.  

Pam is a woman I met a few years ago and her 
story has always been one that has stuck out to 
me for a few reasons.  First, Pam was the first, 
and still is, the only female to have ever served 
as the President of the National Corn Growers 
organization.  Second, when I first met her, 
Pam told me why she decided to be a FarmHer.  
When she was young, she saw a picture of a 
woman farmer on a tractor.  She decided then 
and there that she wanted to farm.  And today, 
here she is harvesting on a sixth generation 
family farm in Northeast Iowa, driving a tractor 
and hauling corn along with her family.  Pam 
and her husband have two sons who are both 
involved in the family operation, but it doesn’t 
stop there.  Both sons have married women 
who are also a very large part of the farm.  The 
Johnson’s are a true Iowa family farm through 
and through.  

My day started at Pam’s house where she and 
daughter-in-law, Abbie, checked the herd of 
sheep.  Then we drove to the field and I rode in 
the combine with Pam as we talked more about 
her role with the Corn Growers organization.  
While she admitted it was a big commitment 
and a lot of work, it has also been an amazing 
journey.  She has had a voice in agriculture, 
been involved in policy making, and has had 
the opportunity to travel the world talking about 
U.S. agriculture.  I then hopped into the tractor 
pulling the grain cart and rode with Pam’s 
other daughter-in-law, Amy, where she told me 
stories about how her kids usually ride in the 
tractor with her, so she can spend some time 
with them during the long hours of harvest.  

To learn more about Pam’s story tune in to 
FarmHer on RFD-TV and visit Marji’s blog:  
www.farmher.com

Written By Marji Guyler-Alaniz
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